THE GREAT STATE

Next observe that, although a vast latitude is
allowed as to conditions of Life, and a vast toler-
ance as to the scope, products and activities of
Mind, yet the making of the organised reservoir,
the Polity, ceases when either Life or Mind receives
mortal injury. The law is that Mind may extend
and ramify its universalisings from basin to basin of
civilisation, provided that no fatal injury is done to
Life, its basis in forming the Familial Unit. The
final criterion of the health of the polity is found in
the health of that Family for which society came
into being. It is obvious that where the primal
necessities of this unitary cell are not satisfied,
there must follow a dwindling, a kind of cancerous
break-down of the cellular tissue of the reservoir,
as penalty for the infringement of the law of inter-
action of Life and Mind. If the area of harm be
wide enough, the reservoir perishes; and reservoir-
making is begun outside, round fresh foci. And
clearly the reservoir may perish in another way : it
may fail under the impact of intenser Life outside.
But these impacts usually infuse fresh blood; are
absorbed and revitalise the reservoir, as the
southern Chinese polity in its cul de sac was
revived and animated by Turki, Mongol, and
Manchurian blood from the north, Gaul by the
Prankish tribes, or Britain by the Saxon invasion.

But the point to be observed is that, whether the
reservoir or polity decays from internal or external
causes, it bequeaths greater consciousness to the
globe. Its inventions have always overflowed its